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SUB J : AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL REPORTEDLY INVITED TO TOGO 

1 . 1 WAS CALLED TO THE PRESIDENCY THIS MORNING, WHERE 
PRESIDENT EYADEMA MET ME FLANKED BY COLONEL ASSILA, DEPUTY 
CHIEF OF STAFF, AND COLONEL DJAFALO, NO 3 IN THE MILITARY. 

EYADEMA GREETED ME WITH STATEMENT THAT RADIO FRANCE 
(FRANCE-INTER) HAD ANNOUNCED THAT OGADEN WAS UNDER THE 
EFFECTIVE CONTROL OF THE SOMALIANS. THEN HE SAID HE HAD 
CHOSEN TWO OFFICERS FOR THE INTERNATIONAL DEFENSE MANAGE- 
MENT COURSE (SEPTEL). THEN HE LAUNCHED INTO A DISCUSSION 
OF BENIN. AN HOUR OR SO HAD PASSED AND I MOVED TO GET UP, 

WHEREUPON HE SAID HE HAD INVITED AMNESTY TO COME TO TOGO, 

I SAT BACK DOWN. 

2. HE THEN BEGAN A DISCUSSION OF THE ISSUE OF POLITICAL 
PRISONERS IN TOGO. THE PRESIDENT SAID THAT TOGO HAD 
REACHED A POINT IN APRIL WHERE THERE HAD NOT BEEN "ANY 1 ' 

POLITICAL PRISONERS AT ALL. THIS HAD BEEN SHORTLY AFTER 

AN ANONYMOUS LETTER WAS SENT TO AMNESTY IN WHICH GOT WAS 
DENOUNCED. EYADEMA SAID HE HAD INVITED AMNESTY TO COME 
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TO TOGO AT THAT POINT, BUT THEY HAD NOT ACCEPTED THE INVI- 
TATION. 

3. LATER IN APRIL, GOT HAD DISCOVERED EXISTENCE OF 

GROUP CALLED ASSOCIATION FOR A MARXIST TOGO WHICH HAD BEEN 
INVOLVED IN DISTRIBUTION OF ANTI-GOVERNMENT POLITICAL TRACTS 
AMONG STUDENTS. HE SAID WHAT HAD BEEN PARTICULARLY GALLING 
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ABOUT THIS GROUP WAS THAT IT HAD BEEN COMPOSED OF PROFESSORS 
FROM THE LYCEES AND UNIVERSITY, WHO "WERE CHARGED WITH THE 
FORMATION OF YOUTH," WHO HAD BEEN INVOLVED IN THESE EFFORTS. 

HE SAID A NUMBER OF THE PROFESSORS REMAINED UNDER DETENTION. 

4. 1 ASKED HIM WHEN AMNESTY WOULD BE COMING TO TOGO. HE 

SAID HE DID NOT KNOW BECAUSE THEIR LETTER HAD ONLY JUST 

BEEN RECEIVED AND MINISTER OF INFORMATION JOHNSON HAD 

SHOWN IT TO HIM THIS MORNING (AUGUSTS). EYADEMA SAID 

THAT HE HAD IMMEDIATELY TOLD JOHNSON THAT AMNESTY SHOULD 

BE INVITED AND PROVIDED ALL FACILITIES FOR MAKING WHATEVER 

INVESTIGATION THEY WISHED. AT THIS POINT, COLONEL ASSILA 

ASKED ME WHAT AMNESTY WAS. I SAID IT WAS A NONGOVEFNMENTAL 

ORGANIZATION LOCATED IN LONDON WHOSE PURPOSE WAS INVESTIGATING 

CASES OF POLITICAL PRISONERS, PARTICULARLY THOSE IDENTIFIED 

AS PRISONERS OF CONSCIENCE. I SAID THAT AMNESTY 

HAD A GENERALLY GOOD REPUTATION FOR TRUTHFULNESS. 

4. COMMENT: THE SEQUENCE OF EVENTS IN THIS INTER- 
VIEW LEADS ME TO BELIEVE THAT THE PRINCIPAL REASON I 
WAS CONVOKED WAS TO INFORM THE USG, THROUGH ME, THAT 
TOGO WAS GOING TO TAKE THE PLUNGE INTO THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
WORLD IN THE BELIEF THAT TOGOLESE POLITICAL CONDITIONS AND 
HUMAN RIGHTS OBSERVANCE COULD STAND UP TO INTERNATIONAL 
SCRUTINY. PALMER 
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